
March 3, 2022

Dear Mansfield Township School District Parents/Guardians and Staff,

It seems almost surreal to look back on the last two years, especially from the perspective of our

young students. On Friday, March 13, 2020, our children concluded their school days, as

normal, and none of us had a full understanding of how life would change over that weekend.

The COVID-19 Pandemic has affected every aspect of our lives and will continue to do so as we

move forward and reach for as much normalcy for our children as is possible.

This afternoon, the Mansfield Township School District Board of Education approved revisions

of the District’s Reopening Plan.

Please see below:

Transition to Mask Optional:

Effective March 7, 2022 the District will move to make masks optional for staff,

students and visitors.

● This provides families an opportunity to make the personal decision as to whether or not

they will have their child wear a mask during the school day and/or on the school bus.

● Parents who wish for their child to continue wearing a mask may do so. Everyone should

respect one another’s choice to mask or not.

● No communication is required regarding your decision as a family.

● Staff will not be required to monitor whether students are or are not wearing masks.

MTSD will not tolerate harassment or bullying of any individual based on their masking

decision. Please refer to the revised and Board approved Mansfield Township School District

Board 2021-2022 Code of Conduct.   If you require support for your child transitioning to mask

optional, please reach out to the school counselor for resources.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_iJEHL8egnOELSJi_S89vfqf4dkUmWJTnJR8JM78__w/edit?usp=sharing


There also remains criteria where there is no option, rather a requirement when masks must be

worn.

● If a student is displaying signs of sickness in the school nurse office.

● Based on health data and consultation with medical professionals, the District

reserves the right to reestablish masking in the event of an increased risk of

transmission to maintain continuity of in-person instruction.

● In the event the governor reinstates the statewide mask mandate, Mansfield Township

School District would be required to follow suit.

Mask Wearing on School Buses:

The CDC recently removed the mandate for wearing masks on school buses or vans. As a result,

masks will be optional for students in Mansfield Township School District while riding on the

school bus.

Lunch/Recess:

Students will sit with their homerooms, 3 feet apart in the cafeteria.  When students go outside

for recess, the students will be able to play with students from other classes.

Quarantining/Close Contact:

(These guidelines are subject to change based on Department of Health guidance)

● Individuals who are showing symptoms of COVID-19 will be sent home.

● Contact tracing will continue to be conducted by our nurses and administration.

○ When the region is in yellow or green based on the NJDOH Weekly CALI reports,

the need to quarantine school close contacts will be limited to avoid sending

students home who are not likely to become infected based on the trends in the

classroom or other setting.

● Parents/guardians will be informed if their child becomes a close contact in school.

● If a close contact has no symptoms, parents have the option for their child to

quarantine or remain in school as long as the child remains symptom free.

● Families must monitor asymptomatic individuals for up to 10 days.

● Healthy, non-symptomatic students may continue to attend school in person.

● The district reserves the right based on increased COVID case numbers to implement

mandatory quarantine.

Testing:

Based on Executive Order 253, unvaccinated staff will be required to test weekly.

Positive Cases:

Protocols for positive individuals will not change.

● Positive students must stay home for at least five (5) full days after the onset of

symptoms or if asymptomatic after the positive test.

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
https://www.nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-253.pdf


○ Day of symptoms = Day 0;

○ If asymptomatic, the date the test was performed = Day 0.

● If positive students are fever-free for a minimum of 24 hours and signs/symptoms are

reducing, students may return to school on Day 6.

● Students electing to return on Day 6 should wear a mask Days 6-10.

Symptomatic Individuals:

● Individuals exhibiting symptoms in school will be sent home, regardless of vaccination

status.

● Recommendation is to receive a COVID test or obtain an alternate diagnosis.

● Follow appropriate quarantine guidelines in place by the NJDOH.

Remote Instruction:

In cases where quarantine occurs under any of the above scenarios, upon notification to the

school nurse, remote instruction will be available, and coordinated by appropriate school staff.

Once again, our students and staff will have the option of taking another large step toward

normalcy as of Monday, March 7, 2022. I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the

Mansfield Township School District Board of Education and our entire staff, to thank our

families for their tireless patience and support throughout this experience.  While we recognize

that we are still experiencing the effects of this pandemic, we also celebrate how far we have

come together as a school, a district and a town over the last two years!

Thank you for your support and collaboration in helping maintain the health and safety of our

staff and students.

Stay safe and healthy,

Tiffany J. Moutis, Superintendent


